THE BREAKDOWN OF KINGSHIP
Montrose, when it was already too late. In front of the walls of
that town he saw his last effective force destroyed before his eyes
at Rowton Heath (September 23, 1645).
Meanwhile the last embers were being stamped out. Bristol
had been retaken from Rupert in August 1645, Exeter v had
surrendered. Devizes had gone, and Winchester;"and the
dreadful story of the Puritan sack and murders at Basing House
were now history. A small relieving force under Astley which
attempted to reach Oxford, to which town Charles had retired,
was beaten at Stow-on-the-Wold in March 1646. The army
in Ireland which was still in being could not be used, for there
were no ports in the Royalist hands to receive it. On April 26
of that year the King left Oxford in disguise with two com-
panions, giving instructions that if they were not relieved within
a fortnight (which, of course, they were not) the garrison of the
town was to surrender. The fugitive royal head had no fixed
plan. He thought for one moment of flying by sea, but on May 5,
choosing what was apparently the least of many evils, he sur-
ren^ered to the Scottisb^army which was besieging Newark,
entering their headquarters~on May 6, 1646.
The King as Prisoner. Charles now entered into the three
periods of his captivity—first in the hands of the Scots, then
of the so-called Parliament, lastly of the Army—that is, of
Cromwell.
(i) Prisoner of the Scots. Charles in the hands of the Scottish
army was treated with dignity as King; but his religion was
flouted. He complained bitterly of the bullying to which he was
subjected, having to listen to their extempore prayers, being
forbidden the ministration of his own Church of England, to
which he was so devotedly attached, and of chaplains who were
equally devoted to his service. He was free to continue negotia-
tions, and did so, offering the delegation of the rebel leaders
from Westminster to give up command of the mititia for tea
years, and even to make a certain compromise in the matter of
religion, allowing an experiment in presbytery. But, of course,
he would not abandon the Church of England altogether, and,
because he would not, his terms were refused. The important
thing, however, that was happening now was not these, nor any
further negotiations (all of which were equally futile), but the
grand question of who should possess the King—the Scots, so
that they might sell him to get their pay; the politicians at
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